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ABSTRACT 
Name : Fia Kurnia Halim 
Reg. Number :  40300112010 
Major : English and Literature Department 
Faculty :  Adab and Humanities 
Title : Types and the Roles of Feminism in the Angelou’s Selected Poems 
Supervisor I : Abd. Muin 
Supervisor II : Hj. Nahdhiyah 
This research discussed about Feminism in Angelou’s Selected Poems which 
aimed to find out the types of feminism and the role in women in her selected poems. 
This research based on Tong’s theory which classified the types of feminism and role 
of women. This research was qualitative descriptive method. The data were taken 
from her selected poems, they are; Phenomenal Woman, Woman Work, Equality, 
Still I Rise, and Men. The researcher used note taking as the instrument in order to 
get the valid data.  The findings showed that there were 42 data contained 35 data in 
types of feminism in selected poems and there were 7 data in role of women in 
selected poems. The researcher concluded the types of feminism, they were; poem 
Phenomenal woman (Liberal feminism, Marxist feminism, Socialist feminism, and 
Radical feminism), poem Woman Work (Marxist feminism), poem Equality (Liberal 
feminism, Radical feminism, and Marxist feminism), poem Still I Rise (Liberal 
feminism and Radical feminism), and poem Men (Radical feminism), and role of 
women in her selected poems, they were; poem Phenomenal woman (public sector), 
poem Woman Work (domestic sector), poem Equality (public sector), poem Still I 
Rise (public sector), and poem Men (domestic sector).   
Keywords: Feminism, Role Women, Poem. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
This chapter consists of background, research questions, objective of the 
research, significance of the research, and scope of the research. 
A. Background 
Literature is everything written which not based on the reality but it is a kind of 
imaginative work. Literature is pretended to have aesthetic value implicitly as well as 
explicitly (Teew in Ahsan, 2015:1). It is similar opinion, Literature is speech act or 
textual even that elicits certain kinds of attention (Culler, 1997:27). The idea of the 
author’s thinking channeled as a literary work.  
Literary work is a reflection of the society that will continue to present the 
situation and circumstances. A great work of literature is literature that is able to 
reflect the era. So that the literary work as a “document” (Wellek and Warren. 
1990:87). Based on those explanation, the researcher state Literature is a simply 
another way we can experience the world around us through our imagination. 
Literature can be divided into three genre, they are prose, drama, and poetry. 
Poetry derives etymologically from the Greek word ‘poiesis’ which means ‘a 
making, forming, creating (in words), or the art of poetry, or a poem’. Poem is one of 
the most essential expressions; the element of literary work shows natural verses in 
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the arts of letters. Poetry is one of the literary work in which is full of imagination 
and expressions of feelings and emotions are meaningful. 
This thesis analyzed poems about feminism as data source. A black woman 
poet in the 20th century, Maya Angelou with her poems about feminism. Feminism is 
a theory that reveals the personal dignity and the dignity of all women (Wolf in 
Wagola, 2014:2). Feminism is understood that the rights of women who are 
culturally, politically, and economically, in contrast to men. Based on, the researcher 
state feminism is a movement to change the position of women to gain equality with 
men. 
Maya Angelou poem itself has a theme for the rights of women through self-
confidence, a good personality, a hidden beauty, as well as other abilities they 
possess that could make them superior to men. It is closely related to the social 
changing of gender issues. The important issue in the selected poem is feminism. 
There are many poets feminist, who delivered the ideology of their personal 
through a poem, where their poem about the problem of women. So, with the 
Angelou’s poem, she described how the struggle of women in the fight against the 
people of the patriarch. In her poem, she also provide inspiration and strength against 
women. 
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In Angelou’s poem also contained on the activities of women, where women 
do all the work. In fact, the Qur'an was made clear that men and women each have an 
important role and should help each other. It is described in verse Qur'an Surah At-
Taubah: 71 
 
The meaning : “And the Muslim men and women are friends to one another, bid for 
good and forbid evil and establish prayer and pay the poor-due 
(zakat) and obey Allah and His messenger. These are they on whom 
soon Allah will have mercy. Undoubtedly Allah is, Dominant, Wise 
(At-Taubah:71).” 
This is the main reason why the researcher is interested in analyzing feminism 
in Angelou’s selected poems. The researcher chooses five poems by Maya Angelou. 
Therefore, this research entitle, “Types and the Roles of Feminism in the Angelou’s 
selected poems”. 
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B. Problem Statement 
Based on the background above, the researcher formulates two research 
questions as follow: 
1. What are the types of feminism in Angelou’s selected poems? 
2. How are the roles of women in Angelou’s selected poems? 
C. Objective of Research 
Relating to the research questions, the researcher decides two objectives of the 
research as follows: 
1. To find out the types of feminism in Angelou’s selected poems. 
2. To find out the roles of women in Angelou’s selected poems. 
D. Significance of Research 
The significances of this research as follow: 
1. Theoretically, this thesis is hoped to be able to add the vocabulary of literary 
study which is related to poetry. It is also expected that this thesis will be a 
reference for the readers to widen their knowledge about poetry. And it will be 
enable the readers to understand about feminism in poem.  
2. Practically, this thesis may make the readers realize that one’s right is not based 
on gender and make them more aware that all people are born to be free and 
equal. 
 
5 
  
5 
 
E. Scope of the Research 
This research is restricted to discuss about feminism in Angelou selected 
poems. The researcher focused on only 5 poems; Phenomenal Woman, Woman 
Work, Equality, Still I Rise, and Men by using feminism theory. The researcher is 
going to limit her explanation about feminism types and the roles of women in 
selected poems. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
This chapter presents the review of related literature, which deals with some 
previous findings and some pertinent ideas. 
A. Previous Findings 
Researches have been reported about feminism, some of them are as follow: 
Awal (2013), in his thesis, “Feminism Power in Suzanne Collins Novelʹs 
Mockingjay”. He found that there is one type of feminism in Suzanne Collins 
Novel’s Mockingjay. That is Liberal Feminism. The research used Tong’s theory to 
analyze the type of feminism. Then form that type the writer determined the forms of 
feminism. Women leader, women like men, women have domination in the society, 
women can control the society and women have power to get her freedom as liberal 
feminism. The result of this research shows that liberal feminism is the dominant 
type of feminism in the novel. 
Sembiring (2011), in her thesis, "An Analysis of Feminism in Maya Angelou's 
Selected Poems". This research used descriptive analysis method. She found that 
feminism ideas are poured into the seven poems of Maya Angelou and the occasions 
during which women always get the bad treatment of men. The result of the research 
concluded that the women portrayed by Maya Angelou through her poems have 
worked hard to fight for their right to challenge the culture and the patriarchal 
society. 
7 
  
7 
 
Maryam (2014), in her thesis, “The Reflection of Social Feminism in Titanic 
Movie”. She found that social feminism and the reflection of social feminism in the 
real into movie. The data were analyzed by using sociological approach that used to 
analyze the social feminism and the reflection of social feminism in the real into 
ʺTitanicʺ movie by James Cameron. The result of the research shows there are five 
kinds of Social Feminism in ʺTitanicʺ movie by James Cameron. The researcher had 
divided them in specifically: Unable to be free, Working class, financial dependence 
on males in society, gender discrimination, and sacrifice. The reflection of social 
feminism in the real into ʺTitanicʺ movie by James Cameron, they are: working class, 
financial dependence on males in society, and gender discrimination. Unable to be 
free in real social feminism there is no explanations about that but in ʺTitanicʺ movie 
show of all the unable to be free but in the real is not totally reflected. 
Based on the thesis above, it can be concluded that the similarity with this 
research are those studies have correlated with this study it means about Feminism 
but the object and the theory those researches are different. Awal focused on 
feminism in novel, Maryam’s thesis focused on social feminism in movie, while 
Sembiring’s thesis same object with this research that focused on analyzing the 
feminism in Angelouʹs selected poems. In Sembiring’s thesis used descriptive 
analysis method to found the struggle of women, bad treatments over women in a 
male-dominated society, and the superiority of men as can be seen in Maya 
Angelou’s seven selected poems, while in this research used descriptive qualitative 
method to found the types of feminism and role of women in Angelou’s five selected 
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poems. Maryam’s thesis used descriptive method, which used Kathy Davis’s theory, 
while Awal’s thesis used the same theory which is the researcher will use, namely 
Tong’s theory. 
B. Pertinent Ideas 
1. Feminism Theory 
a. Definition of Feminism 
Feminism derives from a word ʺfemmeʺ (woman) it has meaning woman 
(singular) who struggle for an equal rights for women (plural), it is a social class. In 
this relation, it is important to make a difference male between female (as God’s will 
(nature)) masculine and female refer to sex, while masculine feminine refer to 
gender, as he and she. Feminism is a phenomenon in the society. In discussing 
feminism, people will talk about women. Feminism is, indeed, identical with women, 
especially in their struggle to gain the equality with men. Feminism is thus a term 
that emerged long after women started questioning their inferior status and 
demanding an amelioration in their social position (Freedman, 2001:3). Walters 
(2005:2) argues the word ʺfeministʺ means one who champions the rights of women. 
Feminism is a woman organization that struggle for equal rights and 
significance of woman (Geoff, 1986: 837). The term feminism can also be used to 
describe a political, cultural, or economic movement that is aimed at establishing 
equal rights and legal protection for women. Feminism involves political, cultural 
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and sociological theories, as well as philosophies concerned with issues of gender 
difference. It is also a movement that campaigns for women’s rights and interests. 
b. Types of Feminism 
In general, feminism is divided into eight types: they are Liberal Feminism, 
Radical Feminism, Postmodern Feminism, Anarchist Feminism, Marxist Feminism, 
Socialist Feminism, Postcolonial Feminism, and Nordic Feminism (Tong in Awal, 
2013: 7-12). 
1) Liberal Feminism 
Liberal feminism began in the 18th and 19th centuries and has continued 
through to the present day. Throughout its history the liberal feminist movement has 
been and continues to be focused on eliminating female subordination. 
“… rooted in a set of customary and legal constraints blocking women’s 
entrance to and success in the so-called public world.”(Tong in Awal 2013: 7) 
Its long history is a testament to how well it has been able to adapt and change to the 
many issues confronting women. 
There are several critiques of liberal feminism. One is that liberal feminism 
focuses too much on women becoming like men and it unnecessarily denigrates the 
importance of traditional female roles. Another critique attacks liberal feminism 
because it emphasizes the rational above the emotional while humans need both. It 
also questioned feminism’s focus on the individual and not on the community. A 
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historical critique of liberal feminism focuses on its racist, classist and heterosexist 
post. 
Liberal Feminism is a way that can accommodate the women interest. They 
urge that men will not give a chance to women if women themselves do not take part 
in both politic and education. As result, women feel that men are enemy and they 
have to be fought. Liberal Feminism is an individualistic form of feminism theory, 
which primarily focuses on women’s ability to show and maintain their equality 
though their own actions and choices. This movement aims to fight for equal right, 
politic, law, education, freedom, and social-culture. 
2) Radical Feminism 
Radical feminism is a philosophy emphasizing the patriarchal roots of 
inequality between men and women, or, more, specifically, social dominance of 
women by men. Radical feminism focused on the root cause of oppressed women, 
which sex and gender. Radical feminist as one insists the sex or gender system is the 
fundamental cause of women’s oppression. 
3) Postmodern Feminism 
Postmodern feminism might have begun somewhere in the early 1980s with 
the coinage of the term post-feminism which in fact looks critically in the various 
feminist theories of the past especially from the second wave of feminism. 
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Postmodern feminist thought challenges and avoids the essentialist definitions of 
femininity that was propagated during the period of modern feminism. 
Postmodern feminism is a particular kind of postmodernism and a particular 
kind of feminist theory that has become prominent in feminist thinking over the last 
couple decades. 
4) Anarchist Feminism 
Anarchist feminism addresses these nations of power, attempts to criticize, 
envision and plan. However it is form a conscious understanding of the lessons of the 
past that presses us into the future, however angry or embarrassed. Anarchism and 
feminism are totally anathema as freedom is not something to be decreed and 
protected by laws or states. 
5) Marxist Feminism 
Marxist feminism is a movement that began in the late 19th century focused on 
liberating by improving their material condition. This movement revolved around 
taking the ʺburdenʺ off women in regards to housework, cooking, and other 
traditional female domestic jobs. It indicates that women’s oppression. Capitalism is 
the cause of women’s oppression. 
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6) Socialist Feminism 
Socialist feminism is a movement that calls for an end to capitalism through a 
socialist reformation of our economy. Basically, socialist feminism argues that 
capitalism strengthens and supports the sexist status because men are the ones who 
currently have power and money. Socialist feminism focuses on economics and 
politics. 
7) Postcolonial Feminism 
Postcolonial feminism is a subset of feminism that developed in the 1980s 
because it appeared that feminism only focused on the experience of women in 
Western cultures. According to Weedon in Awal (2013:11) states that Postcolonial 
feminism seeks to account for the ways that racism and the long-lasting political, 
economic, and cultural effects of colonialism affect non-white, non-western woman 
in the postcolonial world. 
8) Nordic Feminism 
Nordic feminism is sometimes called state. Nordic feminism is focused and 
motivated by a wish to challenge the rosy image of the woman-friendly welfare state. 
It indicates that the Nordic Feminist perspectives on the states emphasize differences 
between states. 
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c. The Roles of Women 
Jalvin in Wagola (2014:15) states that the relationship between men and 
women is one of the forms of social interaction and also the key of life together. This 
pattern of association of men and women is determined by the role and position of 
regulating behavior that indicates the position of their identity and self-image in the 
community. The role and status equal between men and women will have an impact 
on society harmonious relationship in reverse roles and positions of in equality 
between men and women will cause in equality in society. 
Talking about the role and position of women which is connected with 
feminism theory, Rosemarie Putnam Tong in “Feminism Thought” (in Handayani, 
2014: 15) says that feminism is: (a) The equality of right and position between man 
and women as free human beings both in public and private world. (b) The erase of 
any forms of operation and difference of gender roles in society. And (c) The 
freedom of individual to choose and to decide based on their own willing and 
aspiration. 
The role is part played by a people, both men and women in every state 
(Brunette in Wagola (2014:18)). Every human has role in his/her social life in the 
community has been assessed, given a fixed position or a position in the social 
interaction of the community. The role possessed by a human is not a single role, but 
it is a set of roles that made him/her able to function fully in society. 
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Suratman in Wagola (2014:18-19) states the role is a function or behavior that 
is expected of each individual, including women. Based on the activities undertaken, 
the role is divided into two parts: 
1) Domestic Role 
Domestic roles are activities undertaken in the home and are usually not meant to 
bring in revenue but rather to perform household activities. 
2) Public Role 
Public role is all human activity is usually done outside the home and aims to 
bring economic income. 
According to Soekanto in Wagola (2014:18) the roles of women divides into 
two parts, they are: 
1) The women role in domestic sectors 
This role requires a woman to do all the house work like cleaning, cooking, 
washing, caring for children and all things related to household. Household jobs in 
arranging the house, guiding children, and caring for children cannot be measured by 
the value of money. Mother is the most crucial figure in shaping children’s 
personalities. This is because the child is very attached to her mother since she was 
in the womb. 
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This role is linked to the survival of humans, examples of the role of the 
mother during pregnancy, childbirth, and breast feeding is the natural child of a 
mother. In essence, this role was followed by work obligations homework. 
2) The women role in public sectors 
Women also play or used to work for a living. The labor force participation of 
women or mothers caused by several factors, such as the field of advertising requires 
women to become employees of labor and other factors also are economic problems 
that encourage more women or mothers to earn a living. 
Basically, the role of the public is also a requirement of the wives and mothers 
to actualize themselves in the community. The reality shows that the more commonly 
found double duty of a wife and mother working outside the home. For example, a 
wife and mother became a teacher at school or become a secretary in the office, and 
there are a variety of other professions. 
2. Poems 
a. Definition of Poem 
According to Leech and Short in Ahsan (2015: 7) Poetry is one kind of literary 
work which its aesthetic effect cannot be separated from creative manipulation of the 
linguistic code which expressed through language. Poetry derives etymologically 
from the Greek word ‘poises’ which means ‘a making, forming, creating (in words), 
or the art of poetry, or a poem’. The most primitive people have used it and the most 
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civilized have cultivated. In all ages, and in all centuries, poetry has been written and 
eagerly read or listened by all kinds and condition of people. That is because it has 
given pleasure; people have read or listen to it because they like it for its enjoyment.  
Poem is one of the most essential expressions; the element of literary work 
shows natural verses in the arts of letters. Reading a poem leads to aesthetic value 
and gives us a literary pleasure, so poem is created, recited and read by people to 
enjoy them and the psychological aspect in the past and at the present. And therefore, 
people or societies always like poems. The advancement of civilization particularly 
related to interest of poems is an improvement in appreciating. 
Poetry has four main aspects. Pardede in Sembiring (2011:24) says, “the 
aspects of a poem are sense, feeling, tone, and intention”. Pardede in Sembiring 
(2011:25) in her teaching materials Understanding Poetry mentions some technical 
terms of versification, they are:  
1. Verse  
Verse is single line of poetry or regular metric line. There are two kinds of 
verse, they are blank verse and free verse. Blank verse is unrhymed verse, 
especially the unrhymed iambic pentameter most frequently used in English 
dramatic, epic, and reflective verse. Free verse is the verse that does not follow a 
fixed metrical pattern. 
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2. Line 
Generally, line is a row of written or printed words. In a poem, the poetic line 
may seem to be arbitrary length. A line may end in the very middle of a sentence, 
making us pause in reading it before we go on to the end of the statement. This 
pause within a line is called caesura. If the break comes precisely in the middle of 
a line, it is called medial caesura. 
3. Stanza 
Stanza is a recurrent grouping of two or more verse, lines in term of length, 
metrical form, and often rhymed scheme. A stanza is an arbitrary and regular 
division of poetry containing feet number of lines.  Types of stanza are:  
• Couplet is the shortest usual stanza which consists of two lines. 
• Tercet is a three lines stanza. 
• Quatrain is a four lines stanza. 
• Quintet is a five lines stanza. 
• Sestet is a six lines stanza. 
• Septet is a seven lines stanza. 
• Octave is a eight lines stanza.  
4. Syntax 
The syntax of a poem is likely to be important. In other words, more familiar 
ways, unusual word order can give a special poetic effect. Inversion is the placing 
of a sentence element out of its normal position. Probably the most offensive 
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common use of inversion is the noun, in such expression as ‘house beautiful’ or 
‘lady fair’ of the several varieties of inversion. 
b. Kinds of Poetry 
In this part, the researcher will describe two kinds of poetry: 
1) Lyric Poetry 
A lyric poem is a comparatively short, non-narrative poem in which a single 
speaker presents a state of mind or an emotional state. Lyric poetry retains some of 
the elements of song which is said to be the origin. For Greek writers the lyric was a 
song accompanied by the lyric. Subcategories of the lyric are: 
a) Elegy is a formal lament for the death of a particular person. More broadly 
defined, the term elegy is also used for solemn modification, often on questions of 
death. 
b) An ode is a long lyric poem with a serious subject written in an elevated style. 
c) The sonnet was originally a love poem which dealt with the lovers sufferings and 
hopes. From the seventeenth century onward the sonnet was also used for order 
topics than love, for instance for religious experience, reflections on art or even 
the war experience. 
d) Dramatic monologue, in this type, a speaker, who is explicitly someone other than 
the author, makes a speech to a silent auditor in a specific situation and at critical 
moment. Without intending to do so, the speaker reveals aspect of this 
temperament and character. 
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e) Occasional poetry is written for a specific occasion a wedding, the return of king 
form exile or a death. 
2) Narrative Poetry 
Narrative poetry gives a verbal representation, in verse, of a sequence of 
connected events, it people characters through a plot. It is always told by a narrator. 
Narrative poems might tell a of love story, the story of father and son or the deeds of 
hero or heroine Sub-categories of narrative poetry. 
a) Epic usually operate on a large scale, both in length and topic, such as the 
founding of a nation or the beginning of world history they send to use an 
elevated style of language and supernatural beings take part in the action. 
b) The mock-epic makes use of epic conventions, like the elevated style and the 
assumption that the topic is of great importance, to deal with completely 
insignificant occurrences. 
c) A ballad is a song, originally transmitted orally, which tells a story. It is an 
important form of folk poetry which was adapted for literary uses from the 
sixteenth century onwards. The ballad stanza is usually a four-line stanza, 
alternating tetrameter and trimeter. 
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c. Elements of Poetry 
There are eight basic elements of poetry, which that comprise together to form 
an interesting poem. The main feature of all these data eight units is to provide easy-
to-read flow, synchronized expression and necessary meaning to composition (Jones 
in Ahsan, 2014:11). 
1) Theme 
A poem is not written randomly. Several thoughts and expressions are 
synchronized together, to give a proper theme to the poem. In fact, the theme can 
be described as the soul of a poem. It is the actually what the poet wants to 
express through his words. It may either be a thought, a feeling, an observation, a 
story or an experience. 
2) Symbolism 
The expression in poetry is often not direct. Rather, it makes use of several 
symbolic and virtual substances and themes to express the deep hidden meaning 
behind the words. The use of symbolism gives a more reflective to the poem. It is 
one of those basic elements of a poem that are conceived at the very beginning of 
the composition. 
3) Meter 
Meter is basic structure of a poem. It is conceived right after the theme and 
symbolism of poem have been finalized. This is point where a poem takes an 
entirely different structure from that of prose. Every line in a poem has to adhere 
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to this basic structure. The entire poem is divided into sub-units and it is made 
sure that a single unit conveys a single strand of thought successfully. 
4) Rhythm 
For a smooth flow of expression, a musical symphony in the poem is 
compulsory. A dry and broken piece of literature can never ever be good poetry, 
despite having a good theme. However, it is not the rhyming between two words 
of consecutive lines, rather the resonation of words along with the sounds and the 
music produced, when the poem is read aloud. This musical link must not be 
missing in a poem. 
5) Rhyme 
A rhyme may or may not be present in a poem. Free verse variety of poetry 
does not follow this system. However where present, the pattern is present in 
different forms, like aa, bb, cc (first line rhymes with the second, the third with 
fourth, and so on) and ab, ab (first line rhymes with third and the second with 
fourth). Rhyme has a very significant role in providing rhythm and flow to poem 
which further helps in maintaining the reader’s interest. 
6) Alliteration 
This element of poetry is also not compulsorily inculcated. However, most of 
the poets use it in order to give their poem a beautiful sound effect. In this, several 
words in a line may be beginning from the same word as for example say ʹMʹ, say 
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ʹmusical melody of the mystic minstrelsʹ. Alliteration is basically a way to adore 
the poetry. 
7) Simile 
Simile is a way to add interesting comparisons in the poem, not only to adorn 
the beauty of the composition, but also to make the lines more expressive and 
understandable. In simile, comparisons are made using ʹlikeʹ or ʹasʹ. For example 
“I read the shoreline like an open volume”. 
8) Metaphor 
Metaphor is one another way used to include interesting comparisons in a 
piece of poetry. Here, the comparisons are much more complex than the simple 
ʹlikeʹ or ʹasʹ of simile. For example “Ribbons of sea foam / wrap the emerald 
island”. 
3. Biography of Maya Angelou 
In Sembiring (2011), Maya Angelou, born Marguerite Ann Johnson on April 4, 
1928 in St. Louis, Missouri, is an American poet, memoirist, actress, and an 
important figure in the American Civil Rights Movement. Her father, Bailey 
Johnson, was a doorman and navy dietitian. Her mother, Vivian (Baxter) Johnson, 
was a real estate agent, trained surgical nurse, and later a merchant marine. Angelou's 
older brother, Bailey Jr., nicknamed Marguerite "Maya", shortened from "my-a-
sister".  
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The details of Angelou's life descrSibed in her six autobiographies and in 
numerous interviews, speeches, and articles tend to be inconsistent. Her biographer, 
Mary Jane Lupton, has explained that when Angelou has spoken about her life, she 
has done so eloquently but informally and "with no time chart in front of her".  
Evidence suggests that Angelou's family is descended from the Mende people 
of West Africa. A 2008 PBS documentary found that her maternal great 
grandmother, Mary Lee, had been emancipated after the Civil War. The documentary 
suggested that Lee became pregnant by her former white owner, John Savin, who 
forced Lee to sign a false statement accusing another man of being the father of her 
child. After indicting Savin for forcing Lee to commit perjury, and despite 
discovering that Savin was the father, a grand jury found him not guilty. Lee was 
sent to the Clinton County poorhouse in Missouri with her daughter, Marguerite 
Baxter, who became Angelou's grandmother. Angelou described Lee as "that poor 
little Black girl, physically and mentally bruised." 
The first 17 years of Angelou's life are documented in her first autobiography, I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. When Angelou was three, and her brother four, 
their parents' "calamitous marriage" ended. Their father sent them to Stamps, 
Arkansas alone by train to live with her paternal grandmother, Annie Henderson. 
Henderson prospered financially during the Great Depression and World War II 
because the general store she owned sold needed basic commodities and because 
"she made wise and honest investments". Four years later, the children's father "came 
to Stamps without warning" and returned them to their mother's care in St. Louis. At 
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age eight, while living with her mother, Angelou was sexually abused and raped by 
her mother's boyfriend, Mr. Freeman. 
She confessed it to her brother, who told the rest of their family. Freeman was 
found guilty, but was jailed for one day. Four days after his release, he was found 
kicked to death, probably by Angelou's uncles. Angelou became mute, believing, as 
she has stated, "I thought, my voice killed him; I killed that man, because I told his 
name. And then I thought I would never speak again, because my voice would kill 
anyone..." She remained mute for nearly five years. Shortly after Freeman's murder, 
Angelou and her brother were sent back to their grandmother once again.  
Angelou credits a teacher and friend of her family, a Mrs. Bertha Flowers, with 
helping her speak again. Flowers introduced her to authors such as Dickens, 
Shakespeare, Poe, Douglas Johnson, and James Weldon Johnson, as well as Black 
female artists like Frances Harper, Anne Spencer, and Jessie Fauset. When Angelou 
was 13, she and her brother returned to live with her mother in San Francisco. During 
World War II, she attended George Washington High School, then studying dance 
and drama on a scholarship at the California Labor School.  
Before graduating, she worked as the first Black female streetcar conductor in 
San Francisco. Three weeks after completing school, she gave birth to her son, 
Clyde, who also became a poet. At the end of Angelou's third autobiography, Singin' 
and Swingin' and Gettin' Merry Like Christmas, her son changed his name to "Guy 
Johnson".  
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Angelou's second autobiography, Gather Together in My Name, recounts her 
life from age 17 to 19. This book "depicts a single mother's slide down the social 
ladder into poverty and crime." Angelou at times worked as a prostitute and as the 
madam of a brothel. The book describes how she moved through a series of 
relationships, occupations, and cities as she attempted to raise her son without job 
training or advanced education.  
Angelou has been married three times or more (something she has never 
clarified, "for fear of sounding frivolous"). In her third autobiography, Singin' and 
Swingin' and Gettin' Merry Like Christmas, Angelou describes her three-year 
marriage to Greek sailor Tosh Angelos in 1949. Up to that point she went by the 
name of "Marguerite Johnson", or "Rita", but changed her professional name to 
"Maya Angelou." Her managers at San Francisco nightclub The Purple Onion 
strongly suggested that she adopt a more theatrical name that captured the feel of her 
Calypso dance performances.  
In 1952, she won a scholarship and trained in African dance with dancer Pearl 
Primus of Trinidad. Later Angelou studied modern dance with Martha Graham. The 
dance team "Al and Rita" she co-created with choreographer Alvin Ailey combined 
elements of modern dance, ballet, and West African dance. During 1954 and 1955 
Angelou toured Europe with a production of the opera Porgy and Bess. She began 
her practice of trying to learn the language of every country she visited, and in a few 
years she gained proficiency in several languages. In 1957, riding on the popularity 
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of Calypso music, Angelou recorded her first album, Miss Calypso. She appeared in 
an off Broadway review that inspired the film Calypso Heat Wave, in which Angelou 
sang and performed her own compositions. 
In the late 1950s, Angelou moved to New York City and began to concentrate 
on her writing career. She joined the Harlem Writers Guild, headed by her friend, 
novelist James O. Killens. She met a number of major African American authors, 
including her close friend and mentor James Baldwin, and published for the first 
time. After meeting and hearing civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. speak 
in 1960, she and Killens organized "the legendary" Cabaret for Freedom to benefit 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), and was named SCLC's 
Northern Coordinator. In 1961, she performed in Jean Genet's The Blacks, along 
with Roscoe Lee Brown, James Earl Jones, and Cicely Tyson. According to Hagen, 
her contributions to civil rights as a fundraiser and SCLC organizer were successful 
and "eminently effective". Also in 1961, Angelou met South African freedom fighter 
Vusumzi Make, who brought her and Guy to live with him in Cairo, where Angelou 
began working as an associate editor at the weekly newspaper Arab Observer.  
In 1962 her relationship with Make ended, and she and Guy moved to Ghana. 
She became an assistant administrator and instructor at the University of Ghana's 
School of Music and Drama, was a feature editor for The African Review, acted in 
and wrote plays. After becoming close friends with Malcolm X, Angelou returned to 
the US in 1964 to help him build a new civil rights organization, the Organization of 
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Afro-American Unity; he was assassinated shortly afterward. In 1968 Martin King 
asked her to organize a march, but he too was assassinated, on her birthday (April 4). 
Instead of celebrating her birthday, she sent flowers to King's widow, Coretta Scott 
King, until King's death in 2006. Inspired by a meeting with her friend James 
Baldwin, Angelou dealt with her grief at King's assassination in 1968 by writing her 
first autobiography, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings in 1969, which brought her 
first international recognition and acclaim. 
In 1973, Angelou married Paul du Feu, a British-born carpenter and remodeler, 
and moved to Sonoma, California with him. The years to follow were some of 
Angelou's most productive as a writer and poet. She worked as a composer, writing 
for singer Roberta Flack and composing movie scores. She wrote articles, short 
stories, TV scripts, autobiographies and poetry, produced plays, and spoke on the 
university lecture circuit. In 1977 Angelou appeared in a supporting role in the 
television mini-series Roots. Her screenplay, Georgia, Georgia, was the first original 
script by a Black woman to be produced. 
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
This chapter dealt with method of the research, source of data, instrument of 
the research, procedure of data collection and technique of data analysis. 
A. Method of the Research 
In this research, the researcher used qualitative descriptive methods. Bogdan 
and Biklen in Sugiyono (2013: 21) define qualitative descriptive method is a method 
that used to analyze and interpret the data in the form of words of picture rather that 
number. 
B. Source of Data 
The source of data in this research is taken from Angelou’s selected poems. 
The researcher took 5 poems by Angelou’s selected poems. They are Phenomenal 
Woman, Woman Work, Equality, Still I Rise, and Men. 
C. Instrument of the Research 
The researcher used note-taking. Ray in Pertiwi (2015: 41) stated that note 
taking is a method in assembling data required by using note cards to write down the 
found data from source of data. The researcher writes the important points that 
related to the types of feminism and roles of woman in Angelou’s selected poems. 
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D. Procedure of Data Collection and Analysis 
In collecting the data, the researcher used the following procedures: 
1. The researcher read the poem carefully. Through this way, the researcher 
focused on the text of the selected poem. 
2. The researcher identified the poems related about feminism and focused on 5 
poems of Angelou’s selected poems. 
3. The researcher classified the data with consist of types of feminism and roles of 
women in each poem of Angelou’s selected poems. The researcher took 10 color 
cards. They are pink card, orange card, grey card, yellow card, red card, white 
card, green card, black card, brown card, and blue card. 
4. The researcher made notes about the information that indicated types of 
feminism and roles of women in each poem of Angelou’s selected poems. 
5. The researcher collected and read some related literature to support the object 
that would be analyzed. 
E. Technique of Data Analysis 
The researcher used Tong’s theory in analyzing data. It is used to analyze the 
types of feminism and analyze the roles of women of each poems in Angelou’s 
selected poems. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
This is chapter consist of two part, they are findings and discussion. Findings 
are as the answers of the problem statements before and then discussions are as the 
explanation of findings that contains evidences and analysis. 
A. Findings 
In this part, the researcher presents the data analysis based on types of 
feminism and role of women in Angelou’s selected poems. Researcher analyzed the 
selected poem based on Tong’s theory. In general, feminism is divided into eight 
types. They are liberal feminism, radical feminism, postmodern feminism, anarchist 
feminism, marxist feminism, socialist feminism, postcolonial feminism, and nordic 
feminism. And role of women divided into two parts, they are the women role in 
domestic sectors and the women role in public sectors. In understanding the data, the 
researcher presented explanation that Dt as datum, L as liberal feminism, R as radical 
feminism, Pm as postmodern feminism, A as anarchist feminism, M as marxist 
feminism, S as socialist feminism, Pc as postcolonial feminism, N as nordic 
feminism, Ps as public sector, and Ds as domestic sector. 
In this research, there are 42 data which contain types of feminism and role in 
women. For type of feminism, the researcher found the 35 data they are, in poem 
“Phenomenal Woman” there are 9 datum, in poem “Woman Work” there are 5 
datum, in poem “Equality” there are 9 datum, in poem “Still I Rise” there are 8 
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datum, and in poem “Men” there are 4 datum. For the role in women, the researcher 
found the 7 data they are, in poem “Phenomenal Women there are 2 datum, in poem 
“Woman Work” only 1 datum, in poem “Equality”  there are 2 datum, in poem “Still 
I Rise” only 1 datum, and in poem “Men”  also 1 datum. The following the 
researcher shows the data: 
1. Types of Feminism in the poems 
a. Poem “Phenomenal Women” 
DATUM 1  : Pretty women wonder where my secret lies 
I'm not cute or built to suit a fashion model's size (Dt 1, L) 
DATUM 2 : But when I start to tell them 
They think I'm telling lies (Dt 2, M, S) 
DATUM 3 : It's in the reach of my arms 
The span of my hips, 
The stride of my step, 
The curl of my lips.(Dt 3, L) 
DATUM 4  : Then they swarm around me, 
A hive of honey bees (Dt 4, R) 
DATUM 5  : It's the fire in my eyes 
And the flash of my teeth, 
The swing of my waist, 
And the joy in my feet.(Dt 5, L) 
DATUM 6  : Men themselves have wondered 
What they see in me. 
They try so much 
But they can't touch 
My inner mystery. (Dt 6, M, S) 
DATUM 7  : When I try to show them, 
They say they still can't see (Dt 7, M, S) 
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DATUM 8  : It's in the arch of my back, 
The sun of my smile, 
The ride of my breasts, 
The grace of my style (Dt 8, L) 
DATUM 9  : It's in the click of my heels, 
The bend of my hair, 
The palm of my hand, 
The need of my care, (Dt 9, L) 
b. Poem “Woman Work” 
DATUM 10 : I've got the children to tend 
The clothes to mend 
The floor to mop 
The food to shop 
Then the chicken to fry 
The baby to dry 
I got company to feed 
The garden to weed 
I've got shirts to press 
The tots to dress 
The can to be cut 
I gotta clean up this hut 
Then see about the sick 
And the cotton to pick. (Dt 10, M) 
DATUM 11 : Shine on me, sunshine 
Rain on me, rain 
Fall softly, dewdrops 
And cool my brow again.(Dt 11, M) 
DATUM 12 : 'Til I can rest again. (Dt 12, M) 
DATUM 13 : Let me rest tonight (Dt 13, M) 
DATUM 14 : You're all that I can call my own (Dt 14, M) 
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c. Poem “Equality” 
DATUM 15 : though I stand before you boldly,  
trim in rank and making time.(Dt 15, L) 
DATUM 16 : You do own to hear me faintly  
as a whisper out of range, (Dt 16, M) 
DATUM 17 : while my drums beat out the message  
and the rhythms never change. (Dt 17, L) 
DATUM 18  : Equality, and I will be free. 
Equality, and I will be free.(Dt 18, L) 
DATUM 19 : We have lived a painful history,  
we know the shameful past,  
but I keep on marching forward,  
and you keep on coming last. (Dt 19, R) 
DATUM 20 :Equality, and I will be free. 
Equality, and I will be free. (Dt 20, L) 
DATUM 21 :Take the blinders from your vision,  
take the padding from your ears,  
and confess you've heard me crying,  
and admit you've seen my tears. (Dt 21, M) 
DATUM 22 :Yes, my drums are beating nightly,  
and the rhythms never change. (Dt 22, L) 
DATUM 23 :Equality, and I will be free.  
Equality, and I will be free. (Dt 23, L) 
d. Poem “Still I Rise” 
DATUM 24  : You may write me down in history 
With your bitter, twisted lies, 
You may trod me in the very dirt 
But still, like dust, I'll rise. (Dt 24, R) 
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DATUM 25 : 'Cause I walk like I've got oil wells (Dt 25, L) 
DATUM 26  : Just like hopes springing high, 
Still I'll rise. (Dt 26, L) 
DATUM 27 : Bowed head and lowered eyes? 
Shoulders falling down like teardrops. 
Weakened by my soulful cries. (Dt 27, R) 
DATUM 28 : 'Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines (Dt 28, L) 
DATUM 29 : But still, like air, I'll rise. (Dt 29, L) 
DATUM 30 : That I dance like I've got diamonds (Dt 30, L) 
DATUM 31 : Out of the huts of history's shame 
I rise 
Up from a past that's rooted in pain 
I rise 
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide, 
Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 
I rise 
I rise 
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, 
I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 
I rise 
I rise 
I rise. (Dt 31, L) 
e. Poem “Men” 
DATUM 32 : When I was young, I used to  
Watch behind the curtains  
As men walked up and down the street. Wino men, old 
men.(Dt 32, R) 
DATUM 33 : They knew I was there. Fifteen  
Years old and starving for them.  
Under my window, they would pauses (Dt 33, R) 
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DATUM 34 : One day they hold you in the  
Palms of their hands, gentle, as if you  
Were the last raw egg in the world. Then  
They tighten up. Just a little. The  
First squeeze is nice. A quick hug. (Dt 34, R) 
DATUM 35 : And taste tries to return to the tongue,  
Your body has slammed shut. Forever. (Dt 35, R) 
2. Roles of women in poems 
a. Poem “Phenomenal Women” 
But when I start to tell them 
They think I’m telling lies. 
 (Dt 36, Ps)  
I walk into room 
Just as cool as you please, 
And to a man, 
The fellows stand or 
Fall down on their knees. 
(Dt 37, Ps) 
The poem tells about the black woman who is still confident in herself, she 
does not care with people who have bad thinking about black people image in the 
society. The role of woman in this poem is public sectors. 
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b. Poem “Woman Work” 
I've got the children to tend 
The clothes to mend 
The floor to mop 
The food to shop 
Then the chicken to fry 
The baby to dry 
I got company to feed 
The garden to weed 
I've got shirts to press 
The tots to dress  
The can to be cut 
I gotta clean up this hut 
Then see about the sick 
And the cotton to pick. 
(Dt 38, Ds) 
The poem tells about being a mother and doing all of her chores. The role of 
woman in this poem is domestic sectors. 
c. Poem “Equality” 
That I fly from man to man, 
(Dt 39, Ps) 
We have lived a painful history, 
We know the shameful past 
(Dt 40, Ps) 
The poem tells about her wish to have equality with white people in society. 
The role of woman in this poem is public sectors. 
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d. Poem “Still I Rise” 
I am the dream and the hope of the slave 
(Dt 41, Ps) 
This poem tells about the black woman who lives in among whites. The 
whites are majority in America and they consider that the blacks are minority. The 
role of woman in this poem is public sectors. 
e. Poem “Men” 
Watch behind the curtains 
As men walked up and down the street. Wino men, old men. 
Young men sharp as mustard. 
See them. Men are always 
Going somewhere. 
They know I was there. Fifteen 
Years old and starving for them. 
 (Dt 42, Ds) 
The poem tells about an inexperienced 15 year old girl full of sexual desire 
who turns out to be disastrous when she experiences it, she feels powerless in the 
arms of a man. The role of woman in this poem is domestic sectors. 
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B. Discussions 
1. Types of Feminism in Angelou’s Selected Poems 
In this research, the researcher only found 4 types of feminism in Angelou’s 
selected poems; they are Liberal feminism, Radical feminism, Marxist feminism and 
Socialist feminism. Liberal feminism is a theory which states that men and women 
have equal rights. Radical feminism is a view of the oppression of women which is 
resulted from a patriarchal system in which women are the principal object of 
oppression by male’s power. Marxist feminism is a more understanding view of the 
problem of slavery to women. And socialist feminism is a theory that emphasizes the 
aspects of gender and economic classes in the oppression of women. Here are the 
explanations of the data: 
a. Poem “Phenomenal Woman” 
In this poem, there are 4 types of feminism in this poem; they are Liberal 
feminism, Radical feminism, Marxist feminism, and Socialist feminism. These entire 
data which are later explained on another part of this research lead us to the type of 
feminism put by Angelou in this poem. 
The researcher found 5 data of Liberal Feminism on the poem Phenomenal 
Woman. In this poem, Angelou gave deeper meaning of the beauty of woman. She 
shows the woman’s power were as same as men. Although they were not as strong as 
men but they had another positive side that can make them looked special. 
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Datum 1 shows Maya Angelou explains that even though her appearance is not 
of what is considered typically ideal, she is still confident in herself and not ashamed 
of her body. It includes on liberal feminism because it shows the confidence toward 
her appearance as black woman. 
In datum 3, 5, 8, and 9, they have the same meaning which are rather similar 
and tell about her confidence as a woman. In the poem, it shows she is showing 
herself off, and how woman can portray themselves as true individuals. It also shows 
how they should have the ability to choose what they want to do because they are 
powerful, confident, and independent. It includes on liberal feminism because it 
describes the image of a confident woman. 
The next of types of feminism in this poem are Marxist feminism and Socialist 
feminism. Datum 2, 6 and 7 have two types of feminism for each datum, because 
Socialist feminism is agreed with Marxist feminism that capitalism is a source of the 
oppression of women, this datum shows the woman got oppression in the 
community. In datum 2 and 7, they have the same meaning.  She shows that people 
around Maya Angelou always had bad thinking about her. Whatever she did and told, 
no one could believe it because of the bad thinking about black people image in the 
society. 
Datum 6 shows that when men tried to understand why some women were so 
confident to take such drastic action. It is included in marxist and socialist feminism 
because in this type of feminism focused on the oppression toward women. It can be 
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like women as being held down in the society. Angelou used the words “inner 
mystery”. She wants to show that the beauty of a woman is not only from her 
appearance. The “inner mystery” meant by her is inner beauty that could be seen by 
men who thought the beauty of woman was only from her appearance. This inner 
beauty could be represented as the power, confidence, and the strength of woman. 
The last of type of feminism in this poem is Radical feminism. Datum 4, shows 
about radical feminism because radical feminism is more about sexualities, where 
datum 4 describes the men clustered like bees thirsty for honey, and the woman in 
this poem is like honey. The man is fascinated with the woman even though she does 
not have a beautiful face but still a phenomenal woman. 
b. Poem “Woman Work” 
In this poem, there is 1 type of feminism in this poem, it is Marxist feminism. 
These entire data which are later explained on another part of this research lead us to 
the type of feminism put by Angelou in this poem. 
Datum 10 starting with ‘I’ve’, it stresses upon the fact that she has to do all 
this. In this datum, it is classified as Marxist Feminism because when women are 
deprived of their basic rights and imprisoned in the four walls of their so called 
houses, their unpaid services are exploited by their husbands; then all of their 
sacrifices, devotions and struggles are taken for granted. It is the direct result of 
isolated and neglected real self in the capitalistic set up of a walled structure which is 
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called home but it is like the tomb of her desires. Her whole soul is burnt due to icy 
and ruthless behavior of her family. 
Datum 11, when human beings turn into mere, or walk shadows, and when 
even look around us, it seems like a wastage of time, then who can be trusted except 
sun, rain or dewdrops. Her burning soul can only quench her thirst if raindrops fall 
on her. The gloom of her heart can be illuminated by the dazzling light of sun only. 
Her burning forehead is deprived of the soft and healing touch of a dear of near one, 
so it can only be comforted by the soft rhythm of dewdrops. 
Datum 12 shows a woman who wants to take a rest, she prefers to float across 
the sky, like stray leaves. Datum 13, she addresses snowflakes to cover her body. 
The cold, icy kisses of snow seem so welcoming to her that she wants to enjoy at 
least one night of rest. 
In datum 12 and 13, the desire to take some rest or respite even for a single 
night points towards the insomnia is suffered by the woman who exhausts herself to 
death during the day. But it is surprising that despite so much exertion she cannot go 
to sleep. In the datum as well as in the previous one the word ‘rest’ is repeated twice. 
At one place she says, ‘Till I can rest again’ and then reiterates, “Let me rest 
tonight”. 
Datum 14 shows how the woman who tells her story to the sun, moon, rain, 
leaf and stone as her friends. Because nobody understands to her situation as a 
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mother leaving the stairs as like a slave. Therefore, the end of the poem reinforces 
the idea of Marxist Feminism. 
c. Poem “Equality” 
In this poem, there are three types of feminism, they are Liberal feminism, 
Marxist feminism, and Radical feminism. These entire data which are later explained 
on another part of this research lead us to the type of feminism put by Angelou in this 
poem. 
The first of type of feminism in this poem is Liberal feminism. Datum 15 
shows the woman wants society to treat her equally as everyone else. Angelou 
describes the image of a confident woman to realize her equality.  She shows how 
woman can portray themselves as true individuals. 
Datum 17 shows that how hard they try the rhythm (atmosphere) will still stay 
the same, which society will still look at them differently for no reason. 
In datum 18, 20 and 23, they have the same meaning. It means that once 
she/African Americans become equal to the rest of the world/white people, they will 
finally be free of judgment and discrimination. 
Datum 22 shows how the woman has the confidence to get the equality. She 
has the spirit which will never change. 
The second type of feminism in this poem is Radical feminism. Datum 19, 
explain about she is one of the latest generations amidst a long line of persecuted or 
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hated people, all of whom simply yearned for equality. The idea of slavery and the 
long period is racist discrimination. 
The last of type of feminism in this poem is Marxist feminism. Datum 16 is an 
indication that the topic is centred around slavery and taking away the freedoms of 
another individual. The poem represents those who have been oppressed. The themes 
expressed thus far it could be applied to many elements of injustice. 
Datum 21 shows that she is tries to address to society to take off what clouds 
their judgment and to admit that they have seen them suffer. 
d. Poem “Still I Rise” 
In this poem, there are two types of feminism; they are Radical feminism and 
Liberal feminism. These entire data which are later explained on another part of this 
research lead us to the type of feminism put by Angelou in this poem. 
Datum 24 is classified as a radical feminism because Maya Angelou shows that 
nothing and no one can oppress her or keep her down. She does not care what the 
history books see, for she knows they are full of “twisted lies”. She will not let it 
bother her that others “trod” her “in the very dirt”. She proclaims that if she is 
trodden in the dirt, she will rise like dust. This stanza is included to radical feminism 
because from this stanza in poem Still I Rise, Angelou write “You may write me 
down in history” means that the oppression toward woman does not only happen on 
Angelou’s era but also since ancient woman have gotten oppression. 
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Datum 27 shows how her oppressors expect to see any black woman. They 
expect her to bow her head down and lower her eyes, looking at the ground with 
shoulders drooping in despair. They expect her to speak in a weakened voice. 
However, Angelou and her fellow women are not so submissive. 
The last type of feminism in this poem is Liberal feminism. Datum 25, shows 
us how Angelou describes the woman in this poem has confident. In sentence ‘Cause 
I walk like I’ve got oil wells, it shows that she has a reason to keep rising. Beginning 
with the sentence "sassiness", they seem to hate women in this poem. For them, it 
seems gloomy unlike they usually are, deriving joy from oppressing women like her. 
Angelou tries to go on to define exactly how her sassiness looks to the outside world, 
and in doing so, she evokes an amusing image – that of oil wells pumping in her 
living room which is used as a herself-confidence. 
Datum 26 shows her confidence. She describes that as series of natural images, 
such as moon, sun, and tide are put in to show that the woman in this poem still has 
the capacity to rise again and again. She believes that her hopes will come true. The 
moon is just like a love that she still possesses inside herself as a woman. The sun 
becomes rays of hope for her to run this life. And the tide is the time and chance for 
her to change her life to be better. She is confident woman. 
Datum 28 also shows how woman in this poem is more confident. In the 
starting sentence with a teasing tone, the woman wants to make the men feel 
offended by her haughtiness. She then laughs at them just like she has goldmines in 
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her backyard. So, she still shows her over confidence to them and it is concluded as 
liberal feminism. 
Datum 29 shows the woman has confidence. Angelou describes how the others 
want to bring her down, whether it is their harsh words, their cruel looks, or their 
hatred for black women. Angelou asserts that the woman will rise, this time around, 
like air. 
Datum 30 is same as datum 25 and 28, they show the woman with her 
confidence is what makes her still strong. With her ‘sexiness’, it symbolizes her 
confidence. Besides that, her confidence, which makes her unyielding and even 
brave to mock them, becomes a surprise and an unpredictable thing for the men. 
Then it is shows her confidence by dancing just like she has got diamonds at the 
meeting of her thighs. 
Datum 31, shows us the woman tells how she is with her black and dark past, 
until she wants to change her life to be better. She shows how she rises from her 
shameful history because of having ever got bad treatments from the men. She also 
rises from the shadow of her past that used to become an unforgettable pain for her. 
In sentence Leaving behind nights of terror and fear, it can be seen that her past, 
which was full of nights of terror and fear because of the men’s bad treatments, does 
not make her surrender and feel oppressed at all. She even keeps rising and 
struggling to reach a wondrous daybreak for her better life and future. 
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e. Poem “Men” 
Type of feminism in this poem is Radical feminism. Datum 32 shows us that 
the maturity of the young girl being talked about within this poem. She always 
watches behind the curtains. She likes seeing the men walking in the street. She starts 
showing her interest in men. The man in this poem knows that there is a young girl 
behind the curtain. This shows how the woman will be harassed. 
Datum 33 shows us that the rape is committed by more than one man. The men 
realizes that the young girl, who is only fifteen years old, is watching them. ‘Starving 
for them’ shows that the young girl wants the men, And the man immediately 
harasses the young girl in the poem. This includes radical feminism. 
Datum 34 shows that how the men touches the young girl in her first sexual 
experience. In this sentence, it describes the negative attitude of the man, how the 
man looks a little rough when touching woman’s body. This shows how the men take 
advantage of women, the woman in the poem feels the last raw egg in the world, so 
she just smiles. At first, the man shows his sweet attitude towards this young girl, he 
embraces her to sexually harass the young girl in this poem. 
Datum 35 shows the young girl is aware, and her soul then feels deeply 
damaged. She feels there is ‘no keys’ that can open her up. She will never forget how 
she has ever been raped in a very bad way by those degenerate men. Besides that, she 
can never get her virginity back. Now only regret what she feels. 
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2. Roles of Women in Angelou’s Selected Poems 
In this research, the researcher found the roles of women in Angelou’s selected 
poems. Role of women in domestic sector is the women who live in the house, where 
the women do all the work dealing with the household. While the role of women in 
public sector is women who work outside the home, usually make a living. Here are 
the explanations of the data: 
a. Poem “Phenomenal Woman” 
Datum 36 shows the sentence but when I start to tell them, they think I'm 
telling lies, where it shows that black women who worked as prostitutes for a living 
and she became phenomenal woman among other women. The word "them" that 
means the other women, and this includes the role of women in public sector, 
because the women work outside their home. In addition, datum 37 adds 
explanations with sentences I walk into a room, ...and to man, indicating that is true 
that woman in this poem work as prostitutes instead of in their own homes. The 
datum shows the use in the sentence. In this poem, it tells this woman has properties 
which are very confident with aplomb, she walks in front of all the men with her 
body that she has and with very careful and she walks with a full sense of wanting to 
be noticed by all the men who are there. It is describe that the woman in this poem is 
woman who work outside the home. This datum indicates public sector. 
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b. Poem “Woman Work” 
Datum 38 shows us the role of woman is domestic sectors. This role requires a 
woman to do all the house work like cleaning, cooking, washing, caring for children 
and all things related to household. Household jobs in arranging the house, guiding 
children, and caring for children cannot be measured by the value of money.  
As a housewife, she has to perform many chores. She has to tend her children, 
mend their clothes, mop the floor and do some shopping for their meals. Then she 
has to fry chicken, dry the baby, feed her animals, weed off her garden, press the 
shirts, dress her tots, cut the canes and clean up her whole house to make it beautiful 
and appealing, that's all they do, where women's activities are just at home. The 
datum indicated that as domestic sector. 
c. Poem “Equality” 
Datum 39 shows us the roles of woman in this poem is public sectors. In the 
sentences, That I fly from man to man, shows that this woman works as a slave 
serving many men. In this poem, Angelou tries to tell us about the discrimination and 
how the African-Americans weren’t treated equally and that when everyone is 
treated equally the world will be a better and happier place and then she will be free. 
And in datum 40, it shows us that there are many women who are black skin and 
now they are equal with other women and they are free from their past. “Equality, 
and I will be free” portrays the theme of this poem as being about the rights of 
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African-American people compared to the rights to the white people. So, it is 
concluded that the woman role in public sectors. 
d. Poem “Still I Rise” 
Datum 40 shows us that role of woman in this poem is public sectors. In this 
poem, it tells the story of a woman who is a slave who still rise, when people trample 
her life. This is shown in the sentence I am the dream and the hope of the slave. The 
slave in this poem works as a prostitute, but she still tries to earn a living. In this 
poem, Angelou implies that her oppressors sought to bring her down by emphasizing 
her poverty (in her personal life, she has to take odd jobs, and even work as a 
prostitute at one time, to make ends meet). 
e. Poem “Men” 
Datum 41 shows us that role of woman in this poem is domestic sectors. In 
sentences Watch behind the curtains, it shows that the woman in this poem is in her 
house, she only sees the men behind the curtain or window of her home. And in this 
poem, it shows Angelou tells about an inexperienced 15 year old girl full of sexual 
desire. She is fascinated to see men of different ages walk by her window. So, it is 
concluded the woman role is domestic sectors. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
This chapter consists of conclusions and suggestions. After analyzing the 
Angelou’s selected poems, the researcher makes some conclusions and suggestions. 
A. Conclusions 
1. The researcher found fourth types of feminism in selected poems. They are 
Liberal feminism, Radical feminism, Marxist feminism and Socialist feminism. 
In poem Phenomenal Woman, the researcher found liberal feminism, radical 
feminism, marxist feminism and socialist feminism. In poem Woman Work, the 
researcher only found marxist feminism as type of feminism. In poem Equality, 
the researcher found liberal feminism, radical feminism, and marxist feminism. 
In poem Still I Rise, the researcher found radical feminism and liberal 
feminism. And in poem Men, the researcher found radical feminism. 
2. The researcher found the roles of women in poem Phenomenal Woman, 
Equality, and Still I Rise and are public sectors and the role of women in poem 
Woman Work and Men are domestic sectors.  
B. Suggestions 
Based on the conclusions above, the researcher suggests to: 
1. The readers should be able to increase their reading to find out more types of 
feminism and to increase their knowledge about feminism. And also to 
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increase their reading to find out more the roles of women. They can 
distinguish among feminism. 
2. The lecturers especially for English and Literature Department should give 
more explanations about feminism theory and roles of women, then how to 
differentiate with another theory in studying English literature. 
3. The researcher expects to the next researcher to analyze more than this 
research. The researcher should be able to improve this research to find out 
all the types of feminism and role of women in another literary work with 
using this theory. 
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MAYA ANGELOU’S SELECTED POEMS 
1. PHENOMENAL WOMAN 
Pretty women wonder where my secret lies 
I'm not cute or built to suit a fashion model's size 
But when I start to tell them 
They think I'm telling lies. 
I say, 
It's in the reach of my arms 
The span of my hips, 
The stride of my step, 
The curl of my lips. 
I'm a woman 
Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That's me. 
I walk into a room 
Just as cool as you please, 
And to a man, 
The fellows stand or 
Fall down on their knees. 
Then they swarm around me, 
A hive of honey bees. 
I say, 
It's the fire in my eyes 
And the flash of my teeth, 
The swing of my waist, 
And the joy in my feet. 
I'm a woman 
Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That's me. 
Men themselves have wondered 
What they see in me. 
They try so much 
But they can't touch 
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My inner mystery. 
When I try to show them, 
They say they still can't see. 
I say 
It's in the arch of my back, 
The sun of my smile, 
The ride of my breasts, 
The grace of my style. 
I'm a woman 
Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That's me. 
Now you understand 
Just why my head's not bowed. 
I don't shout or jump about 
Or have to talk real loud. 
When you see me passing 
It ought to make you proud. 
I say, 
It's in the click of my heels, 
The bend of my hair, 
The palm of my hand, 
The need of my care, 
'Cause I'm a woman 
Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That's me
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2. WOMAN WORK 
I've got the children to tend 
The clothes to mend 
The floor to mop 
The food to shop 
Then the chicken to fry 
The baby to dry 
I got company to feed 
The garden to weed 
I've got shirts to press 
The tots to dress 
The can to be cut 
I gotta clean up this hut 
Then see about the sick 
And the cotton to pick. 
 
Shine on me, sunshine 
Rain on me, rain 
Fall softly, dewdrops 
And cool my brow again. 
 
Storm, blow me from here 
With your fiercest wind 
Let me float across the sky 
'Til I can rest again. 
 
Fall gently, snowflakes 
Cover me with white 
Cold icy kisses and 
Let me rest tonight. 
 
Sun, rain, curving sky 
Mountain, oceans, leaf and stone 
Star shine, moon glow 
You're all that I can call my own 
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3. EQUALITY 
You declare you see me dimly  
through a glass which will not shine,  
though I stand before you boldly,  
trim in rank and making time. 
 
You do own to hear me faintly  
as a whisper out of range,  
while my drums beat out the message  
and the rhythms never change. 
 
Equality, and I will be free.  
Equality, and I will be free. 
 
You announce my ways are wanton,  
that I fly from man to man,  
but if I'm just a shadow to you,  
could you ever understand? 
 
We have lived a painful history,  
we know the shameful past,  
but I keep on marching forward,  
and you keep on coming last. 
 
Equality, and I will be free.  
Equality, and I will be free. 
 
Take the blinders from your vision,  
take the padding from your ears,  
and confess you've heard me crying,  
and admit you've seen my tears. 
 
Hear the tempo so compelling,  
hear the blood throb through my veins.  
Yes, my drums are beating nightly,  
and the rhythms never change. 
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Equality, and I will be free.  
Equality, and I will be free.
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4. STILL I RISE 
You may write me down in history 
With your bitter, twisted lies, 
You may trod me in the very dirt 
But still, like dust, I'll rise. 
 
Does my sassiness upset you? 
Why are you beset with gloom? 
'Cause I walk like I've got oil wells 
Pumping in my living room. 
 
Just like moons and like suns, 
With the certainty of tides, 
Just like hopes springing high, 
Still I'll rise. 
 
Did you want to see me broken? 
Bowed head and lowered eyes? 
Shoulders falling down like teardrops. 
Weakened by my soulful cries. 
 
Does my haughtiness offend you? 
Don't you take it awful hard 
'Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines 
Diggin' in my own back yard. 
 
You may shoot me with your words, 
You may cut me with your eyes, 
You may kill me with your hatefulness, 
But still, like air, I'll rise. 
 
Does my sexiness upset you? 
Does it come as a surprise 
That I dance like I've got diamonds 
At the meeting of my thighs? 
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Out of the huts of history's shame 
I rise 
Up from a past that's rooted in pain 
I rise 
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide, 
Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 
I rise 
Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear 
I rise 
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, 
I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 
I rise 
I rise 
I rise. 
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5. MEN 
When I was young, I used to  
Watch behind the curtains  
As men walked up and down the street. Wino men, old men.  
Young men sharp as mustard.  
See them. Men are always  
Going somewhere.  
They knew I was there. Fifteen  
Years old and starving for them.  
Under my window, they would pauses,  
Their shoulders high like the  
Breasts of a young girl,  
Jacket tails slapping over  
Those behinds,  
Men.  
 
One day they hold you in the  
Palms of their hands, gentle, as if you  
Were the last raw egg in the world. Then  
They tighten up. Just a little. The  
First squeeze is nice. A quick hug.  
Soft into your defenselessness. A little  
More. The hurt begins. Wrench out a  
Smile that slides around the fear. When the  
Air disappears,  
Your mind pops, exploding fiercely, briefly,  
Like the head of a kitchen match. Shattered.  
It is your juice  
That runs down their legs. Staining their shoes.  
When the earth rights itself again,  
And taste tries to return to the tongue,  
Your body has slammed shut. Forever.  
No keys exist.  
 
Then the window draws full upon  
Your mind. There, just beyond  
The sway of curtains, men walk.  
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Knowing something.  
Going someplace.  
But this time, I will simply  
Stand and watch.  
 
Maybe. 
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